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PRINCE WILHELM TO KAISER WILHELM 1
Secret                                            Winter Palace, 22 May, 1884

Dear Grandpapa,

Count Herbert Bismarck has just left me, and he brought
me such a comforting piece of news, that 1 cannot help telling you
of it at once,

Count Bismarck informed me that yesterday M. do Giers came to
him In a state of joyous excitement, and gnve him the following
information. The day before yesterday, lie says, when he went
to make his report, the Tsar would not let him get so far, but spoke
with him long and vivaciously about my late conversation, described
in my second report, and showed himself so pleased about it that
de Criers was quite astounded. But even that was not enough ;
since his Majesty came to the throne, he has never yet spoken of
Austria otherwise than unfavourably,, of course never suggesting any
alliance with that country. But yesterday, for the first time since
his accession, the Tsar used the word <f three n in regard to the friend-
ship of the monarchy and explained that I had made that especially
attractive to him by a symbol, that the three Empires must stand
together as a three-sided bastion against the stormy billows of
anarchy and liberalising democracy. This was an expression which
the Prince, our Imperial Chancellor, used to me in my. last inter-
view, and which seemed to me so pregnant that I resolved to make
use of it again. Now it seems quite to have done its duty, "it was
just this comparison, said M, tie Giers, which gaw extraordinary
satisfaction to the Tsar, and has influenced him for the iirst time to
speak of a friendship and common action for the " three Empires."
Hitherto the question concerned only ourselves and Russia, and no
one durst mention the Austrian Kaiser, M. de Giers finished by
saying that in general the Tsar had become e,r, abrupto free and
unrestrained, as he had never seen him before, If this change, so
sudden and so encouraging, should really be due in part to my
efforts, 1 should indeed heartily rejoice, for 1 should then have
succeeded in following out your imperial intentions for the good of
our country. The Tsar has also openly given signs of his especial
favour and friendship for us. For example, at the great dinner for
the heir to the throne, he had given orders that all Grand Dukes who
possessed the Order of the Black Eagle should wear it, and he wore
it himself on that occasion. So also yesterday at Gatchina, at the
regimental festival of the Tsaritsa's Cuirassiers, he first proposed the